CHAPTER IV

SYSTEMS OF SANKHYA AND BUDDHISM
ON PRAMANYAVADA

e have so far undertaken an exhaustive account
of the Nyaya-Vaisesika and the Mimamsa-Vedanta positions-
the principal contestants of the Pramanyavada in Indian
Philosophy. The present Chapter is meant for a critical
consideration of the Buddhistic and the Sankhya stand
points visa-vis the problem of pramanya. It is interesting
to find that Buddhism and Sankhya stand in sharp contrast
to the Nyaya and Mimamsa systems as far as the origination
and ascertainment of invalidity is concerned. Whereas for
both the Nyaya and Mimamsa systems falsity of cognition
for its origin and ascertainment does require certain extra-
neous cause, other than the causes of the origin of its
cognition, for both the Samkhya and Buddhistic systems
invalidity of cognition, for Its origin and ascertainment does
not require any external cause other than the causees requi-
red for the constitution and apprehension of its cognition.
That is to say as far as invalidity is concerned the Nyaya and
Mimamsa positions advocate Paratah pramanyavada and the
Sankhya Buddhistic systems uphold Svatah pramanyavada.
This is certainly a striking point of contrast between them.
In sum, while the Nysya-Vaisesika and Mimamsa uphold
Paratah pramanyavada, tha Buddhism and the Sankhya
advocate SvQtQh pramanyavada, in respect of the origin
(utpatti) and ascertainment (jnapat!) of Error.

Coming to the crux of the problem, namely, as to
how the truth or validity of knowledge originates and is